
The District of Innovation concept was passed into law by the 84th Legislative Session in House 
Bill 1842, which created Texas Education Code chapter 12A. 
 
The law allows traditional independent school districts to access most of the flexibilities 
available to Texas’ open enrollment charter schools. To access these flexibilities, a school 
district must adopt an innovation plan, as set forth in Chapter 12A and Texas Education Agency 
(TEA) rules. 
 
What school districts are eligible to be Districts of Innovation? 
 
To be eligible for designation as a District of Innovation, a school district’s most recent 
academic performance rating must be at least acceptable. A district with a preliminary 
accountability rating that is not acceptable will not be able to approve an innovation plan. 
 
Why would a school district choose to pursue this option? 
 
A local school district may want to pursue specific innovations in curriculum, instruction, 
governance, parent or community involvement, school calendar, budgeting, or other ideas. 
An innovation plan also allows a school district to gain exemption from many Texas 
Education Code requi

charter schools. These laws could include: 
 

 Site-based decision making processes (to the extent required by state law) 

 Uniform school start date 

 Minimum minutes of instruction 














